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DAY I

THE Mark OfF THE TRICKSTER

It was abitterly cold andgrey day in Wotankeld The wind was streaming through the

branches of the treeand ragged clouds were hurrying overheddvas a cold day indeed, but

that did not stop Jarland histwelveyear old son RagnarThey woke up just before the break

of dawn and prepared themselves to go outtmghand to gather wood.Winter was drawing

nearand it was vital to prepare beforéé cold winds became unbearable

O am ready.,, Yawned Ragnarat his father Jarl looked at him and smilede knew it was

too early for such a youndoy to be awake but the fact that his son wanted to accompgam

on his dutiesmade him proud.

ODana p]Jga pdeo o0i ] hhsaid Ragnareagprlg toak kng weapon iohisj , O L
hand and strapped it tightly on his belfarl took little gear of war, for their task lay in the

power of an axe not in battle

OEp eo pei aAlglandéd wilNbeagcdmpanying isGaidJarl.

OAlric will help you collect somewood; Goll will be coming with me. Lets us make haste

they should be waiting for usiear the dockd With these words, Jarl and his son parted.

Morning mists still hovered above the still wateos the river. In the distance Jarl could make

out the silhouetteof three men sitting near the landing pieithe three figuresquickly leaped

to their feet as soon as they saw Jatlwas Alric and Goll as expected but with them was a

third person, Sigard Jarl approached theikings and greeted each and one of them patting

their shoulders.

OEp eo ] _kh' iS«idSigarflic agrim tone.dJEjpa ,e( Sigajdson af * *
Sigrunen * O Nddrlhe@Sd] p cerao qo pda dkjkn kb ukqg |t
OE d]Jra _kia pk s]nj Sigkdy O8] pid]ia, PcEegpspnsad]
nothing that occursin this village or in the near srroundings that | do not knowof, aid

Jarl

OPdaj ukg iqop d]Jra da]n’ kb pda naoajp ck”h,
command of a unknowns | n n eSkidSigaddin a dubious tone.

OE d] r a Sigamdand that is why | take few men with men case of any misfortune

there will be enough men to defend our villageSaidJarl.

O>qgp sdu skgh ™ ukqg neog pda heBigardk H&s bekngtn ks j
been proclaimed the future savior of ouillage by the elderand the Oracléimself O



OUkgn _kj _anj b k n Sigard howevgr, addyoy Knawdragnaais now old
enough tobegin his training and learn his obligations as a man and a warrior of this village.
SaidF ] nlh any @ent, Alric will be accompanyindiim andGoll and | will be close enough.

| understand your concer8igard but there is no need to worty O

OE pnqgop ej th&ng; hwas jesbconkern fdr the well being of the young bpyO
SaidSigard Jarl walked closer to the warrior and patted several times his shoulder as a sign of
acknowledgement and gratitude for his concern.

OLand] !l o ukgqg sk @igard Gadglric in@ kientlikneajter. q o *

OE ]i Jbn]le> E i qop stlikeourthgnahasak there nkust besenotighe p e o
s]nnekno pk "~ abaj pda rehh]Jca ej _]Sgaad kb ] j u
They all gave their backs t&igardb except for Ragnab as they started to prepare a small boat

to sail. Sigardsmiled down upon Ragnar befereturning to the village, but Ragnar paid no
attention to anyone other than theavenresting on the higher slopes of the riftit stared at
Ragnar straight in his eye$or a couple of seconds and then fledrth, where the small
company leaded by Jasould sail

OAranupdejc el® @odk@lphaiu pd]j a

ORanu sahh* hathenQ@mmdndedJakk qn ha]r a

They all got on the small boat and all but Ragnavere rowing the boatThey rowed north

and made their way swiftlyuntil they reached the shoras the other end of the riverthere it
wassaidthat the trees grew tall and their woastrong, which burned slowly but steadily
When the group landed,they took all their gear with themand headed offJarl andGoll
moved northward, deep into the woodghere they could hunt without scaring the animals,
while Alric and Ragnar stayed close to the shore collecting wood and putting in inside the
boa.

O=hne_ _]j E ] cgdRadgnar. oki apdejc; O
O0Ogna pdejc N]cj]ln* sd]l]p pnkg~hao ukgn iej ;O
OSdu ] na _khha_pejc skk°’ 11 ° dgj pej c b kn b

Skp]j g adked R&ynar.

OH] op jecdp ] cnkaql kb _deh  n a gaidihgir vilagekvasa | ] nn
raided by goblins and thelyadbeen walking for daysThere was plenty of food, fur and wood

but your father did not want to waste our reserves incase more people would show up in need
ofour aidO =hne_ |1 ]qgqoa’ bkn ] bbeasches leefore jcontouing. k | e _
OBesides, since your father became our thane it has been long since heenaoutside the

village and he took this as the perfect opportunity @& O Alric pausedandrapidly drew his
sword.O@e ° ukq d awhisperediRdgparn@ddedbad loosened the axe strapped to his

belt.



A thick fog quickly descendagpon them from the north they could hear the sound of chatter

and mocking laughter around themAlric recognized thoseshriekng bursts of laughter.
OCk”~"hejo! O da igppana’,

OSdana eo pdeo bkc _kiejc bnki =hne_; O odkgpa
OOp] u j a] kjspepkdold This mist and this sudden appearance of goblins it is not

normd. Someone knew we were coming héde

Alric reached for his belpouch and pulled out a small rune stortée briefly checked on it,

making sure he pulled the right on& was Eihwaz apower stonevith multiple purposesHe
concentrated on the rune stormalling on the defensive and protectivaspect of the rune
repeatedly in his minduntil he spotted the first goblin He swiftly drew his short sword
OOdeah ! O. Tharune dtdéng guanblén his hand anda translucent shield made out

of energy appeared strapped irtis arm where the rua was heldHe brought the shield in

front of him , the chargng goblin smashed against, ilropping to the ground unconscious.
ON]cj]ln* pdana eo kja nqgjardusepldj Dahabik geja i, u |
O@e” ukgn b]l]pdan pa] apkjkp; Ok N]Jgk] goandl ksahn
retrieved the power stonéle read the carvings on the storend concentrated on his desire to

become invulnerableRagnar grabbed the axe given to him by his father OOl enep! O da
and his body and his geardaenetranslucent Goblins charged at Ragnar, he fetb the ground

and cowed holding his hands to his faddée goblins slammed against each other as theyl trie

to trample over the young boy, Alric quickly stabbed them a#ind at the sight of their

comrads dead, the remaining goblins fled north where theyme | ap ~u pda od] nl
axe

OEo aranukj a ] hmhéuning sGundcarkegnowaves ofidinating from Alric

]j° N]cj]l]n* ]J]bpan pda okqj opklla" pda odeah
was translucentnomoreOSa ] n a, @didAlgcc d p

OSa _]ia ]J]o okkj ]o sa Ivisqg®aid®oll stilh pastingframthep p] _ g a
battle. OB] pdan u kshdiedRaghardap Wad covered completely in blood, but it

was notentirely his own, his garbs were all withscratche$rom the wolves claws, some of

them reached deep enough to wound him

OUkqg d]lra i]j]lca ' pk .OBefose}hem dppearddia maneak andfairs k hr a
bearing nothing morehan his pantsHis eyes crystal blueandhis hair dark grey

O0Sd k ypwaad why did you attack u® Demanded Jarl.

OE ] i ,Nmavejbeeisentby Conrat& retrieve treyoung boy, O

O? k j n]Thegspn of Lofar, the chieftain of Rothtun?0 askedJarl. Rirnef laughed

maniacally at his questonOUk q i a] j ?kj n] _ qRotiptuhahis father ddap | e | I
ale sd]p s]o pda skn'  dadRgnefain a npokking tane.Oneé *aaeb; C



Accident, that was the word, his fatr suffered an accidentanddiddk s qj bknpqgj ] pa
you think?O Rirnef chuckled as he spoke.

At that moment, the mysteriousfog slowly deepenednd the cry of goblins could be heard

from afar. OSa “appan cap op]npa’ “abkna pdau J]nner
b g j Ri@ef extended his arms to the siddsis clawlike nails ready to taste their blood

OUkgq d]ra 1. oa_kj o pk I nal]lna* Jbpan pd]p E
They looked at each other in wonder, finally Jarl spakél only brought one rune stone with

ia* sd]p ]~kqgp pda naop kb ukg; O

O thad two, Ragnar and | usedtheb e c d pej ¢ pGobhk simply $hbok hisoheadarl

fell into deep thought for a few seconds and finally passed his rune stoneto AfE. sehh kj h
] og bkn Kajidlarlfadire Ricnef.O

O=j " sd]p epliedpd] p; O da n

OSa sehh halJra iu okj kSppdarkk b pdeo ~] ppha* pd]rg
OConceded © Na | h e as heguicklynchaaged Golldeliveringa power kick to his chest

sending him flying a couple offeet away. Rirnef then proceeded to charge Alrias he did

Alric called OShield ®ut loud and the translucent shield appeared strapped onto his arm once
again, the rune crumbling awayAlric brought the shield forwarde | peia pk opkl
blow, but his attack came with such strength thiatmade Aric tumble upon his own steps and

fell prone to the ground.Rirnef howled in pain as Jarl landed the sharp end of one of his axes

K j Ne nj aHe@uned‘tdfacehim, his eyes were now yelloand his hair on his arms,

chest,and face grew thicker. His nails became sharper and longad fangs slid out of his

mouth.

ONapaqgnj bnki kj _a u a shouled Jarlinamyér iand ddsperatior Rifhed p ! O
laughed maniacally onceaga@®.Ep skgh' tenkbaukpnhapogdpeaop i aj
Alric and Goll gathered around Jarl, both of them still holding their weapons firmly.

ODana theeg] jpd] p sehéidAria. aj kgcd, O

OBkgn! © Mge _ghu nal hea’ N]cQH ns dmh djak pp pkk]j j a
for my fate to devek | necdp ej bnkjp kb iu auao sepdkqgp
ORanu sahh*sidBalgn ep eo, O

Rirnef leaped high inthe air landing on top of Alric, he quickly rolled out from under

Rirnef and stabbed him on his sid&irnef howled in pain once again, tossing his arms around

until he knocked all of themb except for Ragnabto the floor. OJ k' s N ahouted Alrid.

Ragnar grabbed his axe with both hands atrdke Rirnef, the beast cowetb a treefor it

feared pain great were the number of battles he fought and seldom the times he got hurt.

Rirnef climbed a tree and began to leap from branch to branch until he was visible no more.
OSahh " kj.@sidJarl. ®kagp qo nQlpthendistantektheascreechiog the

goblins could be heard stjlithe vikings gatheredaround Ragnarand congratulated him



OSahh = kj &aidajoicaimthe ddtancO F go p ] o sgiddagnaksoh of Jad

would defat the Master of Wolves, Rirnef with only one strike©

In front of them appeared haldtall manclad in heavy dark armorhis beard was trimmedhis

face covered with strange runemnd he bared noweapo®.E d] ra _kia pk cera
mark of the Trickster, and he will follow his path or succumbtoapainfu ~ a] pd, O

Olu ]J]ta sehh opnega ukqg ~ ks|j N alstoutesml Jad.k @ ar ajj
OEo p d3athesskangerODks at] phu sehh ukg “~a ]”~ha pk
stone® That | wonder.O

OSa “kj Op jaa' ?nkgjnaaidpakld op k!l ukgq

OLand].Om jnkap hea’ >, OUkq ] n &hwaz lutthedicksiertholdse ah ™ ar
knowledge of many other power stongSE 0 ] ! O , éwrad Jarl coeld See no moralric and
Goll charged at ConrackOD] ¢] h]v! O ?kjn] _g odkgpa > * ]j ]

away, both of them landing their heads on the trunk of a treBust fell from ConrackO o

hands;it was the crumbld of the rune stones he usedhich always leave a trail of dust and

stone in theuo a haBdConrackslowly approached Ragnar.

O@k jkp _kia | a] nyou.CesaidiRagnaE Cosrack pullefl gupahothgr rune
opkja, OCsridspftlyOandDRagnar could move no moreQAll runes have multiple
purposes® qp ukgn rehh]ca kjhuO®dCogackh o Kk j kja* pd]
Da atpaj a deo ]ni ]j > c¢n] oHeautterdd]incworfsitt@to b k n a
Ragnar could not understand N] ¢ j ghea®legantdkshine with a palght; it now bared
astrangesymbolOPda |1 ] ng kb pda Pne_gopan ukg d]ra na
“aopngq_ peWih thesk wad€onfack headedorth and with him the mistdissipated

and the cries of goblins fadedConrack looked up to one of the trees, ¢helaid a raven

looking down on him, Conrack smiled andaid OE p baynm k pahh pd]p pk ukgqg



DAY II

THE OrAacLE & THE HEALER.

When the full light of the morning came no signs of theyoblins orwolves were to be found,

no traces of the battle remained but tisearghat each ofthem bore Jarl regained his vision

hours agobut the others wee still unconscious With no strength left to carry any of them

back to the boat, Jarl patientlyvaited for them to wake up specially his son who was still

stiff from the effects of the rune After severalhours, Jarl heard a groan; it came from Alrjc

who was nowying down next to Jarl under a big tree.

OSah _ ki a Sdidparl.cAlriddooked around him he was stillstunnedfrom the blow in

his heagyet he was able to recognize Ja@.Sd ] p d] Ihdsaid GEvgs 6ot able to see

until a while ago, but fromwhat! _kgh™~ da]ln E pdejg ?kjn] _g | h]
replied Jarl.

ODks _kqgh' ukdgpoutedAlriok ] hi ! O

OE ] i r¢pked JabOBkn pda | Jop bkgn dkgno .Bfitea " aaj
Goll awakes he will row the boat back to Wotankeld and deliver the wood that was
_khha_pa >, O

Jarl looked down at his soand fell in deep thoughtOSd] p ] "k qp askdddnc. okj ; O
F]nh op]Jua oehajp bknlfitsnattq nquphao apkj | wouldéke ] hhu n
you to take Ragnar toHilda, she is a well known healer around this arkaeed to pay a visit

to Erilaz, he has much explaining to dO.

OOb _kgnowpli€. =hne _

ORanu sahh pdaj* da]’  a]J]op gqjpeh ukg bej> ] n
dkgoa qlkj ] dehmmtJapOFphsshhd]radpko, ® j ks e
s]ga ql, O

After a couple of minutes Goll regained consciousnesson after he was briefd with what

happened and the actions that needed to be tadn.carried Ragnar and headed east, Goll

headed back south Wotankeld. Jarl stayed behind for a couple of hours and rested. After his

short rest he sprang to his feet and headed nertterehes k g h ~ oaa pda Kn] _
eventually. Jarl stoodin front a compact house, built of grey stone and set beside a. lkke
belongdto Erilaz the Runemaster, alsénown as The Oracle. Jarl walkedby a wide paved

roaduntil he entered the housé sweet fragrance reminiscent of incense filled @iein this
high-ceilinged room, in the far corner of the room sat a mavith runes casted on the floor.

Jarl set in frant of him without saying a word, waiting for Erilaz to speak.



OEp d] o * Jad|havk besndeephbcting yddsaid Erilaz.

OD] r a u k teplipdklarin @fervent tone.

OPdana eo | k | asaw yoy forthclaipejlg ceju* o ki akj darl ahoa Oc
hkkga' ]p dei od]nlhu at]iejejc pda Kn] haOo
O? kj n] hegs@dto Which Erilaz replied with a nod. OThen he knows of my arrival®

askeddar. OJ kp mgepa i u bneaj buth&didonptsask ep abeuj thatd e o

i 1 p p eepliedBxilaz.

OE d]Jra ]J]hna] > u _]Jop ukgn n QgaidFritaz aa keplacedhis ] o g
hands onthe rune©Dk s ] | E nai kra pda | ] ng askedJarida Pne.
OUk q s e @ohrack, avell, a rune stone he carriesctually, @aid Erilaz.

OWhere can | find Conrack and how can | recognize the rune b a ‘asked Jarl.

OrPd] pOo ps k mgaopekj o, towddsnThorstatt hesostronghold. e j ¢ |
Regarding the rune, it is Dagaz, the runstoneof breakthrough and awakeningO replied

Erilaz. Jarl stoodup and walked slowly towards the exBtanding under the arc of the door

Jarl turned his head angai® F@ how long will my son live b E  fink jhénmine on

time; O

OHe will live for six days, counting the dayhe was inflicted with the rune, which was
yesterdayO replied Erilaz.As hesaidthose words, the rune stones crumbléus was the sign

that the divination was over and all four questis have been answer@P d] j g Sakiq, O

Jarl as he left the hous® Da j aran | ]Juo* E skj an eb da gj Kk
e ¢ j k n saidErdap as @e sighed.

The afternoon was wearingway when he stumbled with e h ~ ] O.oAlridl ag siting

outside gazing the horizomwhen Jarl finally arrivedODk s eo i u ®akdjarl.” kej c; O
OJkp ok sahh* deo ~k u eo jk hkjcan nede’ ~qp
Replied Alric. OUkq odkgh® ck ejoe a* Deh’ ] eo s]epejc
ODks ] na ukg si#Jarp. c* =hne_; O

OE ]i beja “kjOp.Oskmanwmal hgap,ck ejoe  a

Jarl entered the househe floor in this room wasplain unfinished wood. The wallsveredark

with a border of deep amethyst along the top and bottom. The scent tliran leavesould be

faintly detected, though the light blast of air from the open window dissipdi& Next to his

son was Hilda, ablackhaired, greyeyed woman with a slender build and round, flat face.

OF] nh* ep @]sad Hilda agrl gave dtm daint smile and looked at his son.
OSdkaran c]Jra ukqgn okgurePsiidlididai ] ng i qop d]ra pd
OUao E gjks* E ejpeplipddapk ck ] bpan dei, O

OUkq i qop,OmidHipda. ®eknipp ]j ohaalOjatp pk ukqgn okj
OPd] j gOSail darl, before quickly falling to sleep.



DAY III

THE SCORCHED VILLAGE.

It seemed to Jarl that he had only dozed for a few minutes when he awoke to find that it was

late afternoonOE j aa’ pk cap ck egshestoodbratretohnple” pk dei oa
O@e" ukq dhraaal]; &c Kkoga™ Deh™ ],

Op oaaio E d]° kja ~qp E baahhetegie®SEBahka hao ot
=hne_ ; O

ODa ohalp kgpoéba,Oqgopmarj jolsaamlacjc pdana opeht
After everyone wasvaake they hadh quick breakfast, with no time to waste, Jarl began to

prepare for his departur@®=hne E skqgh’ hega ukqgq pk op]Ju da
qj peh Esiddapqgnj , O

OE sehh "k ok, O da nal hea’,

O>abkna ukg ck p]Shawap hbegpan Gd bBohdswordidherimes]carved

onthe bladeitseflOPdeo eo ]j K ejo~h] a oskn >, 0 o]l]e  F
OEp eo* ep "ahk® ca] e’'pkDaitk'qln, bQpad ama b dorrmyp dana
services as a healer, but | am sure that this swortl seitve you well in your journey as well as
pdaoa nqjShe hangekl him the ord and three runes towes baring Eiwaz and

one baringFehu the rune of wealth and energ9.Sd aj ar an ukq ”~a_kia oar a
Fehu to you and it will heal you completelp oda o] e,

O?]j sa goa pdeo pk _gna iu okj:;O F]nh Joga’,
OJk* ~qp E i goejc pdaoa nqqulkdy dmikingmialdep k na d e
theruneswilo h ks =~ ks pda |Amswereddidda.oki asd] p, O

Jarl placed the runes on hisych and strapped the sword tightly to his beBefore he left

Hilda handed him one last rune stor@.Qoa pdeo jks* ep sehh cera
speedspeedissomgte j ¢ ukqg sehh jaa seskid ] p_d gl sepd d
OAds ] v! O, adddne coulddeml his body bursting with energyle sprang across the field

with great speed, hesud) north-west.In only eight hours he traveled leagues worth two days

of journeying. He looked back, and then he lookéorward; and he was amazed to see Haw

his effort had brought him, but thena dreadful thought invaded him; theillage of Garthum

was only minutes away and thateantthatt OP d a u ]rdachedhe village.O muttered

Jarl He rushed up the hiland came to a sudden halt as he gazed at the nearly scatlcusd

He walkedslowly down the hill until he reached what used to be the entrariceias dark and

Jarl could barely see anything except wita light of the burning houseemitted Jarl crept



forward, looking from side to side; the village was most likely attacked not more than an hour
agofor the fire was still burning bright. In the distance he spotted the carcasses of warriors and

goblins alike. Ol a j 11 ck”™hej o s knotgredJarl. OCoPed’aan a” U n@e "ae;c

forcesatworkhere E ~appan “~a ikna _]Jnabgh, O

Jarl suddenly hear the voices of two men speaking behind a longhoeigpiickly crept to the

side of the house to listerOé and all the villagers have been burned or impaled as Conrack
k n " a rsad one®@the warriors.

ORanu sahht pahh pda ”"“"kuo pk p] gwe wlljleayed e | c

pkiknnks ]j°  iaap gqbO Ot@umapddran] gOo i aj

As they left Jarl pondered for a secon@Od k g h ° E p]J]ga pdai T ks
asked himselfHe finally decided to avenge all the villagers and slowly sneaked beimadf
them. Jarl took his sword with both hands and with a swift movement he beheaded the
commander Before the other warrior realized whatas happeninglarl charged him, impaling

him with the sword and quickly drawing it out of his chestOE ] i ogna ukaqgn
cometogetyousoa® Cnqgi ~hHa' nR]irklr,a® pda psk Regejc
carriedand hei ™ a’ K j p Kkl pda hkjcdkgoa ]j  o]p
up.=bpan oaran]h iejgpao bk qdarl thrbw bdtk pxas] at gisO o
enemies, striking down two othem. As the remaining warriors looked up, Jarl leaped down
on one of them stabbing the warrior several times as it lay helpless on the flboe. last
warrior drew his axe and threw it at Jarl in a desperate attempt to hinder Without time to

react, the axetroke Jarl| but the wound left on his arm by the weapon did not stop Jarl from
stabbing the warrior on his chest and finally with a swift slash, he slit the warriors throat and
left him there until he bled to deathJarl then proceeded on pickingpuhe two Viking axes
and climbed up the longhouse to wait for more warriors to come.

After several hourgassed he realized there were no more warriors liefthe midst of this
gloomy village he suddenly remembered that he was very hungry, and hegtd go and see

if he could find any food in any of the housesJarl searched several houses until he found one
with mead and roasted meat already served on a talsieemed that the owners of the house

bn
] t
pd

were about to have dinner when the village cameer attackOPdeo sehh ~k bkn

said to himself as hbegarto eat. As soon as he was doneldie down on the floorand slowly
bahh ]J]ohaal* da gjas pdana s]J]o jk jaa pk
warriors that stayed beéfd by tomorrow. He had enough time to rest.
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DAY IV

THE ConsPIRACY REVEALED.

Next day, early in the morning,he came down to theend of the villageandwent forward

ignoring the disturbingsight of women impaled and childresingedto death.After an hour of

traveling, he reached the slopesan enormous mountainhere it was said that underneath this
mountain laid the stronghold of dwarf tradersin the distance Jarl couldleceivea small
encampmentOPd] p i qop “~a ?kj n] bugwbyareithey canapjng so cldsé aj p *
pk pda " s] nr ao; OWith horiihe towaste, Japdoncaived aplantdget close

to enough to Conrackand so he swiftly approached the encampméntvhat seemed to be the
entrance to the encampment standak warrior bearing an odd shaped swol@A dwarven

oskn 1O f]lnh OPped pkadijdOp abhe dwarves kre alyng with k ~ *

?kjn]_g J]o sahh;, E iqgop dgnnu, O
Jarl got as closesahe could to the warrior without being spotteahd from a safe distance he
threw one of his axes; striking the warrior dow©J ks ] hh E | aa’ eo deo c

himself. He quickly removed the corpse from view as he undressed the dead wabrie

|l anba_phu, O F]nh o]e’ pk dei o atfl.Hestrapedthb ej e o d
dwarven sword onto his belt and placed the helmet on him as he walked into the Aardatl

walked by two warriors, he came to a sudden stop when he loeardf them mentioned the

name Sigard.
OAt _gqoa ia e ukg fgop o]Ju Oec]n ;O O]l]e  F]n
OUao E “e’ _kin] a* da e® ®Diaejcpdahs]maedm, |

plga ] hkkg* pd]p s]nnekn _]j ogna p]Jga | "a]
Jarl headed straighfor the hill, but he was suddenly stopped Conrack himself and was
commanded to accompany him along wisleveral of hisnen Without a choice Jarl quietly
followed. They halted in front of what it appeared to be a large rock roughly shaped as a table.
On the other end of the rock stood three dwarveach of them bore great hammers and axes
b except for one who only held a tablet carved in ruBeas well as several pouches, which by judging
from the cramped content, they were rune stonéatl tried to male out what the tablet said, and from
what he could read he figured it was an agreement between the dwarves and Cberdelarves would
supply them with their eldritchweapons and in exchange Conrack will deliver any land they conquer
held by other dwarfclans to themWithout giving any thought, Jarl knew what he had to do in order

to stop the dwarves from providing any more weapodarl leaped on top of the rock and with a swift
spin, wielding the dwarven sword, Jarl beheaded therfda@ding the tabet; as soon as the remaining
dwarves saw this both of them draw a small horn and blew theaohthe sound of other horns echoed



from the mountains.Soon after, dwarves came down from the mountain and swarmed the small camp
] o pdau " e’ ? kdjagainst theQwo diaaves whilb jarbretreved his helmlet
O?kjn] _g! O Odkgpa' F]lnh,

OF] nh ukgqg e Sgrédamd@orpackbk@kh 'uOkq gj ks dks d]ln> ep s]o

trust? Now it will take me years to find another dwarf clan willing tosupply my men with their
sal]l kjoO
OD] j " Dagaaand | will spare your life Gaid Jarl.

OOl ] na i a sidKapraak Jnwyb©OustoneOl u i aj sehh plJga _]na

Conrack looked behind only to find his men as well as the dwarves dead on the ground.

O Eloubt your men will be able to save you now Conrack. Nal hea® F] nh,

OJk i]lppan* E sehh _ ngHaghlazhCried Goarack, and a gustjofn a
wind knocked Jarl downConrack headed Northtowards the slopes of another mountaiti
Conrack mamaged to cross it, he would reach Thorstadt ahche did there would be no hope
for Jarl and his sonJarl quickly recovered and ran after Conrac€onrack climbed up the
mountain until he reached a caventich he entered, Jarl followed in soon after he did.

The cave was bright and the walls covered with crystalline &eold wind blew from all

directions. The caved seemed as if was kept cold by a strange spell, but these things did not

matter to Jarl. He was running out of time and he needed to find Conrack before it was too
late. Jarl navigated within the cavernfor about an houruntil he reached an exit.As he
reached the other side of the mountain through the cave, he noticed how drasticallyeatiffer
was the weather on this side of the mountalhwas all covered in snow and harsh and terrible
wind blew In the distance stood Conrack, the path that leddie him was narrow, great cliffs
lay on side to side of the path. Jarl approached Conrsldkdy and stopped when he was
standing right in front of him.

OPdeo eo pda aj kb pda heja ?kjn] g, O o]e"

OEo ep jks; O d@Hkrngge ‘gkhsuj nadtksa ],j° pahh i a
Jarl cautiously looked dowro the right side of the cliff and hiseyes widen as he could not
believe what he waseeing; hordes of men and wolves alike marching south. All Jarl could hear
wasthe thunderous footsteps and the howls of the wolves.

Olaj ]j  sibarlao; O

OUao* i aj Japswered EdnmacdO=hh kb pdai qj  an .pda
wanted to take revenge against those who fum deeply, | believe that would be you and
ukgn gej, O

OUkgq “~]Jop]ln * hal]r@ @ai J]ljaka haFkmip, kb pdeo,
OEp eo pkkO hNaplah JbekanD QRdidtppil Jt beg Will the mighty Jarl make

it time to save his village or will he returnto hissoand® aher an pda _qna kj
As he said this, he toss&hgaz down the left side of the cliffands88d OE ~ahear a
rune you were looking forO And with these words, Conrack headed north.
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Jarl slowly climbeddownthe cliff until he reached the bottom, there he found the rune stpne

and quickly placed it inside his pouctAs he was about to climb back up, Jarl heardieep

growl coming from the shadows casted by the clifrom the shadows crept a large beast, its

fur white and thick, its claws long and sharpnd its eyes full of hatred and hungeit was a

wendol Without time to react, the wendol rapidly charged ahim, knocking him down

prone. The wendol stabbed him with his long clavesd all Jarl could do was scream in pain

FInh oq "ajhu cn]”™~™~a" deo kj hu ]theaendolledppd ] ] ]
backin pain. Jarl stood up but he barely hatie strength to hold even his axe, and with the

few strength left in him, he reached for his pouch and retrieved the healing sioee that was

given by Hilda and pressed it against his chébt. suddenly felt relieand his wounds closed

rapidly, but this did not last for long as the wendol charged him once more, this time
trampling him. Jarl observed his surroundings as he lay on the ground; he noticed the entrance

kb sd]p ]Jlla]lJno pk ~a pda saj khOo h]eness da |
of diverse animals and humans alikee noticed the sky was darlgnd he also noticed the

wendol was weak, perhaps it has been starving for wdé&snustered all the strength that he

could and stoop up holding the dwarven sword with both hanfise wendol proceeded to

charge him once again, Jarl patiently waited until the beast leaped, in that moment Jarl used all

the strength he had left and tossed the sword at the creakhee sword landed on his chest

which made the wendol change his cowasd smash its head against the walls of the cliff. The

mighty wendol fell unconscious. to the ground and so did Jarl.



DAY V

A HURRIED JOURNEY.

When Jarl woke the sky above was dim, not lighter but darker than whamarrived. The
wendol still lay unconsciousdesides himhe paid no attention to the beadtle slowly climbed

up the cliff until he reached the tgpit was dreary and wearisome. This unnatural clammy
winter still head sway on this side of the mountaifkfrom there he walked towards the
crystalline caveuntil he reached the entrance, adcldnbed down the mountainBy the time he
reached the bottom it was already day, a windless and sullen morning. No sun pierced the low
clouded sky, and Jarl seemed anxious to continue the journey at botéhe wounds on his

body demanded for more resiarl slowly walked as he passed near the corpses of men and
dwarves alike, a great battle took place here the day before and Jarl could only wonder if the
Sigard those men spoke about was the same &dgharl from Wotankeld. He briefly searched

the bodies lying on the ground in the hopes of finding him, but it was all in bain.

Jarl searched the dwarves who had pouches, he kept on searching them until herfemmae

stone He grabbedhe rune stone fimly ] j ° O A che $heutedH is body burstedwith
energyand he sprang across the battle field likenlagl never ran befordNine hours had passed
]i> da d]° jkp na] _da> Deh ] 0o dkgqoa uap, =p

surprising speed until he reached the house.

Night closed about them. At last Jarl halted in front of the housglric was seating outside,

he was covered in blood and held an axe firmly in his hand. Jarl looked around and found
bodies of men and goblin laying on the ground, a sight that now became too common to Jarl.
OSd] p d] latkedjdal ; O

OSa sana ]pp]l _ga’ "~u ,c@plidaljico ]j° 2?kjn] _gObo i
O=na ukq ]J]hnecdp* eo aranukja ]J]hnecdp; O Joga
OUao pdau ] na* ukqgq endweghAlicdgnnu gl ejoe a, O
Jarl quickly entered the house and handed the rune stone to Hidee placed the rune on

N] cj]ndo bknadahectumlled and theasymbel on his doeeheadqlisappeared.
ODa odkgh' ~a bejSa jokdsk gth 'o]heap Ddeehi’ Jnaop* ]| °
Jarl had no time to rest, his village was in danger and he had to warn them before it was too
late, but Jarl wasweary and had no strength to go on, so he rested until the morning of the
next day.

a L

~



DAY VI

F]nhOo.Cqehp

Next day Jarl woke early, feeling refreshed but still with a troubled minthrl walked outside

and watched the pale, cool sun rise above the far mountains. Alric and Hilsa walked beside

him, saying nothing, but looking every now and again with wonder their eyes.

O@e” wukg aj _kqjparF]@aeadon a;u@ ohpeRased it sedmmkdiobed] p
true. OE ] i ] bn]le’ E “CGE djakpn, O dnaalshjeoa 'gal]pnh,] | per
E d] |jk peia kj oaaejc sdana da s]J]o kn nao_q
ODa _]Jia dana ]]j d &nd from hevepha went wrkhes own aahtch nppvéh’

ukg e] pda dkl ao kb <ic¢Alre.j ¢ ukqg ej ukgn mgaop,
OE sehh jkp ~a ]”"ha pk &dydera ia eb da e |
OAo _]la bnki sdana b]pd®ON]OjPheéeO Pdake] @ah” addé
O=na ukq kg Jdah okj; O o] e’

OUao b]pdan E baah bej a* Jad th¢npromddéd oa pxplaining ] og
them about his journey and the scorched village, the dwarves, the wendol he fought, the
rumors of Sigard being held captivand the attack would sooaccurin his village

0Sa odkgh® da]’ bkn pda rehh]Jca ]p kj _a, Sa k
said Alric. They all traveled south for a couple of hours and then headed, wdstre they saw

the house of the Oracle lay in ruinsThey searched butould find no traces of him. They

mourned him for they feared the worst.

They kept travelling south until they reached the river. On the landing pier rested a boat

Alric and Jarl quickly set it on the water and sailed away to Wotankefdter an hour or

of travel, they reached the village, there they were warmly welconvahy of them asked

about Sigard but none of them could give out a clear answer.

OPdeo eo J]hh iu b]qlOoE, ©dRlJgh™ HE]nmta Whle omjag a=h p&
OPdana s] o jukgs]pk WK ra cgaooa” ?kjn] _g ]j  de
Alric.

OUap E baahOlnemol K]jme,"h@E Gsehh jaa' pk cera kaqrg
our men for war. You should rest my friendO

With these words each oftheh ] npa>, Pda ~Ju kb pda skhraoO ]
no time to prepare.



DAY VII

TuE Day Or T WoLr.

So it was that in the light of a fair morning that Jarl met upon the rune stones of his village

with his men. They had already called for caiand it was a matter of hours for their
reinforcements would arriveThey carefully planned their defenses for the enemy would come

from land not the seaDuring the course of day several boats arrived at Wotankaild filled

with warriors from the nearly villages.And they all patiently waited until nightfall.

During the night a mist gathered about them. Above them a few stars still glimmered faintly.
Voices they heard, whisperings and groaning and an endless rustling sigh; the earth shook
under them.Away southwest, in the middle night men hear a great howhd all were afraid

and no one ventured to go forthDeep within the mist Jarl could deceive the figure of a tall

strong man, he bore many scars and his body was covered mainly in. blood

O Oe cQsaid Jarl.

OEo pd]p Oec]l]n ;O o]lJ]e Nlcjl]ln,

But the figure did not answerlt was Sigard indeed, but he did not speak, he simply grabbed

his axe and stood there awaiting for the enemy to come. No one knew what happened to him or
how he managed to make iabk alive, and nmne dared to ask, not even Jarl whos mind was

filled with remorse and guilt.

OE ]i oknnu* E e’ jkp gjks,O O]le’ F]lnh,
OO]ra ep iu pd]lja, O OJHefeltaaadoredhand betrayedl by hisawe k g o
kinsmen as he risked hiddi for his thane and he was left behind to rpyet he stood beside

them and was willing to die for his village, but a silent hatred for Jarl and his son would
ohkshu "~ arahkl kran pdsheatkgnoa kb pda wua]no e
All became ominously quietUnti | they hearda great howl again, and another howl after that
one, and another after anothemlhey all stood firmly tightening the grip as they held their
weapons.

O P dyare coming O said Jarkith a mournful voice.

THE END?



